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2025 CHURCH STATISTICS 
BAPTIST CHURCHES OF NEW ZEALAND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2025 

For more information or additional detail contact the Baptist Researcher 
Dr Lynne Taylor, email lynne@baptist.org.nz 

___________________________________________________________ 

Huge thanks to all the churches who submitted statistical returns this year. We’re 

continuing to work to simplify our reporting and analysis systems, and if you have any 

feedback, or notice any anomalies in your data, do let me know.  

Attendance 

The increase in onsite worship attendance numbers has continued for a third year from the 

2022 low. As reported last year, the 13.4% recovery in attendance numbers between 2022 

to 2023 was further strengthened by a 6.8% increase between 2023 and 2024. Between 

2024 and 2025, there was a further increase of 6.6%. In addition, many churches continue to 

offer an online option, alongside their onsite worship services.  

Onsite (“in person”) attendance 

In Aotearoa, there are 240 Baptist churches and fellowships, with average onsite weekly 

attendances ranging from 5 to 1658. Overall, Baptist Churches in NZ recorded a total weekly 

onsite attendance of 29,084 people, made up of 22,017 adults, 2818 teenagers and 4249 

children. As noted above, this is a 6.6% increase from 2024, and this is the third consecutive 

year that there has been an increase in recorded attendances.  

In 2023, I anticipated that the 13% growth in attendance (from 2022-2023) represented the 

end of the post-covid recovery of attendances: there had been no gathering restrictions in 

the 2022-2023 year, and it seemed likely that most of those who had chosen to not gather 

onsite due to ongoing health-related concerns would have returned by the end of August 

2023. Encouragingly, the last two years’ data shows that there continues to be growth. This 

is good news. However, there has still been a decline in attendance of 6% since 2020; down 

17% over the past ten years; and down 32% from the peak in 2004 (down 31% over the 20 

years from 2005).  

Figure 1 shows total weekly attendances since they were first recorded in 1987. Overall, 

average weekly attendance of Baptist churches has declined by 26% during this period. It is 

worth noting that NZ’s population has grown by 64% over this same period. That said, the 

three years of growth is heartening.  
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Figure 1: Average weekly attendance of Baptist Churches 1987-2025 

Average onsite attendance 

Mean: 124   Median: 84 

Comparative sizes 

Just under 60% of Baptist churches have 100 or less people in average weekly onsite 
attendance. This represents an improvement from the 2022 figure of 69%, 66% in 2023, and 
61% in 2024 (although it is still higher than the 56% figure from 2021.) Six churches now 
have over 500 attenders, with one of those reporting having over 1500 weekly attenders 
onsite.  

26% of our churches number   <= 50  weekly attenders 
59%     <=100  
78%     <=150  
85%     <=200 
91%      <=250 
93%     <=300  
97%     <=500 
 

Online attendance 

Overall, 90 churches reported that they had congregations or services with an online 

presence, with numbers of attenders ranging from 1-209. For most churches, the numbers 

of people online  are small, with 44% reporting less than five online attenders each week. 

Data for the churches that provided numbers of online attenders are shown here:  

40 churches reported having:  1-5 online attenders each week.  
14 churches reported having:  6-10 
14 churches reported having:  11-20 
6 churches reported having:   21-30 
0 churches reported having:   31-40 
1 church reported having:   41-50 
12 churches reported having:   51-100 
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2 churches reported having:   101-200 
1 church reported having:   201-250 
 
In total, Baptist churches reported 2100 people engaging each week in their online worship. 

This is lower than the 2957 people engaging weekly online in 2023 (excluding Hills, which 

had significant international reach in 2023), but higher than the 1840 reported in 2024.  

As I have noted previously, each of these online services represents a significant innovation, 

as well as an increase in work for those involved. Online services are important for many 

people, including those unable to attend face to face due to illness, vulnerability, work 

responsibilities, caring responsibilities, or other reasons. There is much to be learned and 

developed in this growing area of ministry. Further research and insight sharing is needed 

on the form and purpose of these services, as well as on how they are received and engaged 

with by participants.  

Attendance of people who are Māori 

141 churches reported that one or more people who are Māori attend their services. Of 

these churches, 19 reported that over 20 people who are Māori regularly attended worship 

services; 27 reported that 11-20 did so; 31 reported that 6-10 people who are Māori 

attended; and 64 reported having 1-5 Māori attenders. Overall, churches reported having 

1417 people who are Māori attending their services, up from the 1337 reported in 2024. 

Total worshipping adults 
The total number of adults who worship in Baptist churches at least once a month has 

increased again, by 3.5% to 24,569. 

Baptisms 
Baptist churches celebrated 876 baptisms in the 2024-25 year. The 23% increase in the 

number of baptisms, compared with 2023-24 continues the upward trajectory of the past 

three years. The number of baptisms is very close to the number celebrated ten years 

earlier, in 2015. Looking further back, the greatest number of baptisms were celebrated in 

1983, when 1874 people were baptised in Baptist churches. In the decade ending 2019, the 

average number of baptisms was 930 per year; numbers had been in decline since 2013. 

Altogether, in the past five years, 3068 people were baptised in Baptist churches. In the 

previous five years (2016-2020), 3599 were baptised. Unlike last year, all Associations 

increased the number of baptisms they celebrated, with Auckland and Northland showing 

the lowest rate of increase, and Waikato showing the highest rate of increase. (See Table 1) 
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Table 1: Number of baptisms 
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Auckland 
+ Northland 

345 261 251 167 219 352 378 26 7% -79 -17% 

Waikato 75 47 83 26 30 31 59 28 90% 10 20% 

Bay of Plenty  
+ Eastland 

73 50 56 41 83 83 102 19 23% 32 46% 

Lower  
North Island 

98 68 83 39 109 108 124 16 15% -20 -14% 

Upper  
South Island 

105 65 93 63 45 107 164 57 53% 42 34% 

Otago 
+ Southland 

31 17 45 22 27 29 49 20 69% 21 75% 

TOTAL 727 508 611 358 513 710 876 166 23% 6 1% 

Baptisms throughout time 

The total number of baptisms over time is shown in Figure 2, alongside total membership. 
While it is logical that baptism numbers would have been impacted by public health 
measures in 2020-2022, the ongoing increase since then is encouraging.  

 
Figure 2: Baptisms over time (1970-2025) and total membership 

Who are we baptising? 

In terms of age:   
4% were children aged 12 years and under. 
31% of our baptisms were of people aged 13 to 18 years. 
16% of baptisms were of those aged between 19 and 25 years. 
49% those baptised were aged over 25 years. 
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This is shown by Association in Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 3: Baptisms by age (and Association) 

In terms of church background:  

32% of the people baptised were the children (offspring) of people in the church 
15% were churched (attended another church before the one they were baptised in) 
9% were previously churched (but hadn't regularly attended a church for at least 12 
months prior to joining the church they were baptised in) 
28% were previously unchurched 
15% were of unknown background. (This unknown proportion makes comparison 
with previous years difficult.) 

 
Proportions by Association are shown in Figure 4. 

 
Figure 4: Baptisms by church background (and Association) 

Auckland -
Northland

Waikato
BOP -

Eastland
Lower North

Island
Upper South

Island
Otago -

Southland
New Zealand

Adult 213 31 46 48 68 20 426

Young adult 60 13 4 24 23 17 141

Youth 91 9 48 44 68 11 271

Child 14 6 4 8 5 1 38
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Baptisms by age and association

Auckland -
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Waikato
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Eastland
Lower North

Island
Upper South

Island
Otago -

Southland
New

Zealand

Unknown 58 10 2 15 46 3 134

Prev unchurched 100 20 34 40 44 7 245

Prev churched 54 1 7 4 11 4 81

Churched 58 9 12 21 15 19 134

Child of attender 108 19 47 44 48 16 282
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Membership 

A unique feature of Baptist ecclesiology is membership, where regular attenders of a local 
church have an opportunity to covenant with others to fully participate in that faith 
community. Our 207 constituted churches1 have total memberships ranging from 14 to 607 
(resident memberships range from 14-607). Overall, we have a total membership of 19015 
(continuing an increase in 2023 and 2024) and a resident membership of 18511 (again, 
increasing).  

38% of our churches have  <= 50    resident members (8% have 25 or less members) 
67%    <=100  
84%    <=150  
93%    <=200  
98%    <=300 

Average resident (and total) membership:  

mean:  91 (93)   median:  69 (73) 

Additions into and deletions out of membership 

Additions by baptism: members children      79  
    others      118 
  by transfer: Baptist churches    206 
    other denominations    257 
  by profession of faith      383 

by spiritual renewal from Baptist background   78 
  other        112 
        1233 
 
Deletions by transfer Baptist churches    128 
    other denominations      371 
  ceased worshipping          74 
  lost track of         93 
  deceased       189 
  roll revision, resignation etc       269 
        1124 

Churches that did not provide data 
There were 59 churches that did not provide any data – which is an improvement on last 
year, so thanks again for everyone who did! Those who did not provide any data are 
recorded here alphabetically:

Albany Korean 
Antioch 
Auckland Chinese 

 
1 This includes churches from whom we have not received membership data: Auckland Karen, Church@126, 
Ngāruawāhia, and Nelson Chin. 

Auckland International 
Auckland Karen 
Auckland Yang Moon Ree 

Balmoral Community 
Beckenham 
Breezes Road 



7 
 

Birkenhead 
Carterton 
Caversham 
Chin Agape Christian 
Chin Glory Evangelical 
Chinese Christian 
Christian Centre Svet 
Connect (Auckland) 
Cornerstone (Kaitaia) 
Covenant Grace 
Cross Over 
Dae Heung Korean 
Emanuel Evangelical 
Eternal Christian 
Faith Family 
Global Mission 
God’s Family Fellowship 

Grace (Burmese) 
Grace Community 
Grey Lynn 
Hamilton Global Mission 
Hansarang 
Hope Samoan 
Hosanna Dannevirke 
Huntly 
Invercargill Intercultural  
Jukibbum 
Kawakawa 
Kerikeri 
Kwang Yum 
Levin 
Liberty 
Mangawhai 
Māngere 

Nelson Chin 
NZ Kachin 
Omokoroa 
Otahuhu 
Oxford Street Cong 
Paihia 
Papatiso Samoa Pt Chev 
Ponsonby 
Roslyn 
Samoan Wainuiomata 
Sanctuary of Grace 
Shiloh (Pāpāmoa) 
Temuka 
Te Rongopai 
Waiuku 
Wellington Chinese

 

Membership and attendance figures from 31 August 2024 (or earlier if they did not return in 
2024) are given for these churches. These churches are shown in italics in the spreadsheet. 
Some other churches provided incomplete data, and where 2024 (or earlier) attendance 
data is added, this is also shown in italics.  

Again, thanks to all those churches who supplied their statistics. And every blessing on all of 
you as you minister in our churches and communities.  

 

Dr Lynne Taylor (4 November 2025) 
Researcher, Baptist Churches of New Zealand 
lynne@baptist.org.nz  
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