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What’s Troubling Our Gen Z (18-24 year olds)?
Sophie Bond is part of South West Baptist Church in Christchurch. In

N ATI 0 N AL this article she investigates our local Baptist scene, and asks — what'’s
troubling Gen Z?
L E A D E R As a Millennial mother of pre-teens, working mostly with my
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The number of Gen Z respondents saying they
feel stressed or anxious most of the time was 45%;
and 33% said their job contributes a lot to their
feelings of anxiety or stress. Unemployment as of
March 2025 is at 5.1%, the highest since 2020, but
the 2023 Stats NZ General Social Survey found
that for Gen Z, unemployment was at 16%.

As the numbers reflect, stress around
employment is right up there for the Gen Zs in our
churches, but there are other things on their minds
too. Here’s what I heard from 12 conversations
with both Gen Zs, and those working closely with
them, within New Zealand Baptist Churches.

The Young Adults (in Baptist churches)

Annabelle, 21, is from Christchurch: “The main
issue I face is the culture around me.” With no
desire to head out drinking and partying with her
university mates, she feels she’s seen as boring.
“We have a big drinking and party culture — ‘look
after yourself, do what feels right’ — and when you
don’t follow that, you feel left out.”

Like Annabelle, Hanrich comes from a
Christian family, and is living in Christchurch. The
19-year-old says he feels isolated when he avoids
the university party scene. “You wonder what they
think of you, when you don’t join in these
activities.”

“Social media makes it a lot more difficult for
us as Christians because we are constantly fed
things. You end up putting these rules on yourself
—you can’t do this; you can’t do that.” While he
thinks it’s a good tool for connection, many of his
friends are trying to stay off it because “it feeds us
pornography”.

In Wellington, Keenan, 20, is in his third year
of university, he says the prospect of his debt has
started to loom large in his mind, and financial
strain is a source of “perpetual exhaustion”. “Every
day, there’s a question of what I can spend today,
and weekly, I make a poor decision.”

“My age group wrestles with anxiety. There are
probably 100 reasons why, but I do think that
money is the number one source. I feel like I've
been thrust into adulthood with only the barest
idea of budgeting. I often feel like I'm standing on
a precipice, but I haven’t fallen in yet.”

Also studying in Wellington, 19-year-old

Cameron says that both in the capital, and back
home in Palmerston North, there’s angst about
employment. “We see the metrics around job
opportunities and internships. They’re all down, so
as a student you start thinking — is it even
sustainable to stay in New Zealand?”

“It’s not just careers but even finding a part-time
job to tide us over. Students want to work, we all
need more money. No one has enough and that
causes anxiety. Not everyone has someone to look
out for them and with each year it gets harder and
harder.”

Cameron says he sees a lot of his peers in a state
of detachment due to uncertainty about their
identity. “My Christian identity has taught me one
thing, and what I am seeing and experiencing [out
in the world] conflicts with that. Where does my
identity sit? When you’re questioning your identity
then chances are, you haven’t found out where you
fit, and you’re missing out on community.”

The theme of isolation comes through in 24-year-
old Letitia’s words. Running a Young Adults’ life
group in Taranaki, she says disconnection, or
loneliness is something she sees a lot of. “Many

Y As leave the area after high school, leaving few
social options for those who remain. And part of it
1s social media. We have these social technologies,
but not a lot of social skills.”

“I think people still expect us to be able to
move out of home after high school and buy a
house. Or, in a church setting, get married and
have kids.”

She notes the gap at her church, with teenagers
and older adults well-catered to, but Gen Z
struggling. “Sitting in church on a Sunday is not as
engaging as the youth group experience.”

Also from Taranaki, Jasmine, 20, says she and
her peers feel stressed. "There’s the stress of
studying, of moving out of home and the
responsibility of that. Navigating romantic
relationships and parental relationships, as well as
having friendships and maintaining them post high
school, and what that looks like.”

Liam, 22, is studying at Carey and working at
Bethlehem Baptist Church with a team of Gen Zs.
At the forefront of his mind are the questions his
generation are asking themselves:



“What does it mean to live a healthy life; what does
it mean to be an adult; what does it mean to grow
up in the church. Is there a space for me to belong,
to serve, to use my gifts and talents? I know so
many young people who want to serve or lead, but
they have never been given the chance to explore
that.”

He thinks churches should provide a
compelling vision of the call of Jesus: “Gen Z
especially want to give themselves to something
and get behind something.”

Liam says navigating singleness, dating,
friendships — is fraught with uncertainty. “What
does it look like to build deep, connected
friendships. You can be in the same crowd and still
be alone. It’s scary to go out there and try and
build new relationships.”

As for social media, frustrated with the endless
scrolling and “huge distraction” he has ditched it
entirely. “Gen Z are used to one way of feeling
connected, through a screen, through dopamine, so
when you’re used to that, no wonder you find it
hard to connect.”

The Pastors (in Baptist churches)

Wellington Central Baptist Church Youth and
Young Adult pastor, Kate Dunstan-Brown points
out that for students, allowances don’t cover their
costs, so part-time work is necessary, if they can get
it. “Often, they must work nights or weekends, and
this impacts on churches. And I don’t think the
older generation understands what this financial
stress is like.” She says Gen Z want to be known
but the onus is on older generations to reach out
and start a conversation.

Thanks to the digital landscape, Kate sees Gen
Z as incredibly aware of global, environmental and
faith crises, but also wanting to be able to shut it
off. “There 1s so much access to information, but
also ability to be harmed. It’s incredibly difficult to
avoid the online world. One downside is the
prevalence of pornography and the way that on-
screen relationships are becoming the norm for
their real-life understanding.”

She points out that Gen Z are overwhelmed
with information; they learn by collaboration and
will struggle to sit still for 30 minutes. “Education
has changed for young people and not all churches
have adapted to suit their style of learning. They

think in a different way.”

Franklin Baptist Church Children and Families
Pastor Carol Dobbe feels that we don’t give young
adults enough agency in our churches and don’t
invite them to speak into the life of the
congregation, citing a recent conversation
following a church meeting: “this young person
said he had never thought to speak up in a hui.”

A sentiment echoed by Tauranga Central Baptist
Church senior pastor Rob Stacey, who sees that
Gen Z have much to contribute to our churches:
“Be bold,” he says, “ask a young adult to be an
elder.”

He sees that where some transitions — e.g.
primary to youth group — are done well in
churches, Gen Z does not always receive the
necessary guidance. “We love to throw courses at
people, but how about hanging out with someone
you admire, investing in relationships. [Gen Z]
really want to see faith lived out in the practical
sense, and they don’t get that if they don’t have the
relationships with Christians older than
themselves.”

He says as digital natives, Gen Z realise that
their attention is a commodity to be sold, and he
believes they want to be taught how to give their
attention solely to Jesus.

Sara Cornish, Ilam Baptist Church pastor says
Gen Z are asking questions like - what am I going
to do with my life? Am I making the right
decisions? How do I adult? “You’re still a student,
but you’re having to assume a lot of responsibility
that you didn’t have before,” she says.

She notes that at [lam Baptist, social justice is
“incredibly important” for Gen Z, but the
disconnect between how those outside and inside
the church react to certain issues frustrates them.

Ethan Miller, Baptist Union National Youth
Catalyst emphasises that Gen Z are living in an
increasingly complex and challenging era. “There
are struggles young people have always faced—
mental health issues, addictions, friendship
challenges, poverty, and inequality etc - but today’s
youth are also navigating challenges that my
generation never had to consider.”

“Social media has had a huge impact on how
young people grow up. They’re more connected
online than ever before, but often less connected in
person. They’re highly aware of global issues but



often lack supportive relationships to help them
process it all. Social media has become a constant,
dopamine-driven comparison trap, leaving many
young people wanting more of something that
ultimately makes them question themselves and the
world around them.”

He says for Gen Z, the search for identity,
purpose and belonging is especially intense.
“They’re in a pivotal season of life, grappling with
these foundational questions. In much of the
Western world, postmodern thinking has
deconstructed belief systems to the point where
there’s little left to stand on. It feels empty—
hopeless, even. But amid that uncertainty, many
young people are looking at the world around
them, searching for truth and hope—and they’re
finding it in the person of Jesus.”

“We’re regularly hearing stories of unchurched
youth coming to faith after watching videos online,
then showing up at churches wanting to learn more
about Jesus. God is doing something in this
generation that I haven’t seen in my lifetime.”
Right-oh. Time to invite some Gen Z’s for dinner.
Photo Credit: Erica Sinclair, Truestock

DAVE GIESBERS
My Life-Giving Blood Transfusions

Dave Giesbers is the pastor at Mt Roskill Baptist
Church in Auckland.

“You’re okay. You’re in the right place. You’re
in safe hands.”
These are the comforting words I awoke to early in
August 2024 — but all I could think at the time was,
“Why do I need to be in safe hands?” The answer
was slowly filled in over the days and weeks that
followed. In short, I'd had a rough ride for the last
five weeks.

On Monday 8 July, 2024, I was taken to the
Emergency Department and just days later, I was
in a coma and my wife was told I only had a 30%
chance of surviving.

But I'm getting ahead of myself; I'd better give
you some backstory.

My family (Rachael and our four kids) have
had the joy of serving Jesus at Mt Roskill Baptist
since early 2023. When the weather is fine, you’d
find us out for a family bike ride, and when it’s
wet, playing Lego. I love a good bike ride, fine-
tuning a new recipe, and sitting down with a black
coffee to listen to some music.

In July 2024, 1T came down with a nasty form of
pneumonia. I was put on a ventilator and an
ECMO machine (a form of life support that
provides oxygen and removes carbon dioxide from
the blood when the heart and lungs fail) and had
frequent blood transfusions. I basically needed
everything our health system could throw at me.
It's interesting thinking about your life being
sustained by someone else’s blood. Blood which
has been lovingly and sacrificially given. Blood that
means I'm able to be here to write this reflection.
The word ‘thankfulness” doesn’t quite cut it. I'm
thankful when I'm offered a beautifully extracted
coffee, even more thankful if that’s after a bike ride
around the Eastern Bays.

There have been so many points during my
(still ongoing) recovery where I have broken down
and sobbed, thankful for the treatment I received,
the skills of medical teams, the blood given by
people I'll never know. If you’re able to give blood,
what a beautiful and sacrificial thing to do.
Someone who will never know you might make it
through a terribly dark season and be reunited with
loved ones because of it.

It was interesting to reflect on Jesus’ blood
spilled for me as we shared the Lord’s Supper
together as a church whanau during the Easter
season this year. If I'm thankful to the point of
tears for the blood given so sacrificially, allowing
me to make it back from the brink of death, then
how much more thankful am I for the blood given
so that I might escape death entirely! Here’s how
Jesus explains his blood given for us:

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and they all drank from it. “This
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for



many,” he said to them.
Mark 14:23-24

Perhaps another way to put it is that because
Jesus’ blood poured out for many, we can all hear
those comforting words: “You’re okay. You’re in
the right place. You're in safe hands.” Instead of
just me hearing them from my amazing wife
Rachael, who carried our little family through
those dark hours holding onto (and being held by)
our faithful God, we can all hear those same words
from Jesus our saviour.

It’s only because Jesus’ blood was poured out
that I have life, and hope, and a perfect
relationship with the God who made me. It’s only
because Jesus’ blood poured out that my sin is paid
for, and death is defeated. We're okay, we’re in the
right place, we’re in safe hands, because we are safe
with Jesus. And the thing is, we all need to be in
safe hands. Not just safe for a season until another
threat comes, but safe for eternity. Would you join
me in tears of thankfulness for that glorious
reality?

Photo Credit: Rachael Giesbers

NAKEISHA JARVIS
Following God’s Call

As Christians, we are told to listen to God’s

voiceand to go when He calls. I was in a
comfortablejob, Youth Pastoring at Katikati
Community Baptist Church, finishing my training
at Carey Baptist College. I was convinced that I
was exactly where God wanted me to be. When
opening Ethan’s (our Baptist Youth Catalyst)
emails, I was always interested in the job vacancies
for Youth Pastors. I saw one for a small town
called Darfield and thought to myself, I have no

idea where this place is. I did a quick Google
search and saw that it was a small town in the
Canterbury plains.

As my time in the Youth Pastoral Track was
ending, I started to feel that maybe I was to look
more into this Job at Darfield.

Conversations started happening, and I became
more confused about what God wanted me to do. I
went to the Senior Pastor at Katikati. He really
wanted me to stay at Katikati, as did I, but he
encouraged me to apply for the job, and God will
make a way. To which God did! I applied, and
within a week, I had an interview and visited the
youth group. This was all in the first week of
November, when we had the Baptist National Hui.
Before Christmas, I got the call to move down to
Darfield and leave my family and friends
behind. This change was challenging. I have the
best group of friends, and I love my family so
much, but they were all very supportive and have
been my best cheerleaders, supporting me in all
aspects.

Since living here in Darfield, I have never felt so
at home. I am in a church with such a beautiful
family; the youth group welcomed me with such
open arms. It was hard at the start, but now I see
how God has been using me and how much I need
to step out in faith to grow on my own. As I
struggled with being far away, one of my friends
said, “I know it’s hard, but I am so proud of you
for leaving all you know and love to follow Jesus
and His plan for you”. So may my journey of
leaving the North Island to move to the South
Island encourage you to listen to the call in your
life. When God calls you, it can be hard, but you
will see the fruits of His good work. And if anyone
is in the South Island, feel free to come and say hi.

I would love to say hi and show you around.
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CHRIS CLARK
Let’s go team Snells!

Chris Clark graduated from Carey Baptist College
in 2022 and is currently the pastor at Snells Beach
Baptist Church.

Last year, we (the Eldership team at Snells
Beach Baptist Church) decided to take part in the
Christian Leadership Course micro-credential run
through Carey Baptist College. This was an online-
only course that ran in the evenings. We formed
our own little CareyLocal cohort of students as we
met weekly for the teaching.

Each week, we would meet in my living room —
with all the appropriate snacks, of course — to hear
what the teaching staff at Carey would bring us for
that session. It was really special to hear from so
many of the lecturers at Carey within the one
course, and for me personally, it was nice to share
the lecturers that I have known for some time with
the rest of our Eldership team.

Our decision to give this a go was largely an
opportunity for us to grow as a team and to spend
good time learning together about things that
matter. We most likely entered the learning with
different motivations (or reservations about
studying again), but gave it a good go all the same.
What we found happened during the course was
that we grew to understand each other better, we
found ample opportunities to laugh and connect,
and we were given some fantastic topics to wrestle
with. In our context, we have different views on
many topics, which was encouraged in the class
and allowed us as a team to have the time and
space to listen to one another irrespective of any
differences. One of the most helpful aspects of this
was the common language the course gave us — we
can now navigate Christian leadership with the
same understanding and language to communicate

it. We are now able to hold each other accountable
to good Christian leadership from the base of trust
we developed as a team and from the learning
Carey gave us.

To be totally honest, none of us wanted to do
the assignments. For most of our team, it was their
first venture into academic theological teaching, so
the assignments presented a certain level of unease.
What was encouraging was that the teaching was
very accessible for first-time theological students,
and the assignments really did ground the learning
in our particular context. Through doing the
assignments, we all managed to get the micro-
credential (go team!), and we all continue to find
ways to apply the learning to our church here in
Snells Beach.

Since completing the course, we have decided as
an Eldership team to invest in the leadership of
others in our church. We set aside $5000 in our
recently approved budget for leadership
development. While it remains to be seen how this
will be used and play out, it does highlight the
value that we all see in training good Christian
leaders, and that we are prepared to invest in it.

NATIONAL LEADER
RECOMMENDATION

After a robust recruitment process commencing
in October 2024, the search committee, National
Council, Mission Council (Arotahi), along with
endorsement from Te Whariki, are collectively
pleased to present Chris Chamberlain as their
recommendation for National Leader.

Church delegates will vote to confirm the
appointment at National Hui in Palmerston North
(6-8 November).



RACHEL SANGSTER
A co-creation journey across ages and

ethnicities

Rachel Sangster is the Pastor of Riccarton Baptist
Church in Otautahi Christchurch.

We were going through the book of Galatians,
the letter Paul wrote to the Christians in Galatia
early on in Church history. I explained that we
would be taking some “bites” from the first two
chapters over the next few weeks. I encouraged
people to take time during the week, in small
groups or individually, to “chew” over the
passages. Then we would have a Sunday to
“digest” them together.

1. Bites

Teaching and learning from Galatians 1 and 2
around some big Gospel truths:

« We are justified by faith in Christ, not by
works of the law.

o Itis the amazing grace of God that saves us.

« God does not love us because of what we
cando for him; He loves us simply because He
loves us. This is grace.

« Let this gospel be what unites us. Grace, not
law, is the basis of belonging to this diverse
faith community—unity in our diversity.
Throughout this time, we read Scripture aloud,

including verses like Galatians 2:19-20:

“I have been crucifiedwith Christ... and the life I
now live I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.”

We spoke these Gospel truths over one another.
One Sunday, we turned to the person next to us
and said, “God is pleased with you.” Then
wesaid it about ourselves: “God is pleased with
me.” Many of us found it easier to say these words
to others than to truly believe them for ourselves—a
reminder of how deeply we need grace to take root.

We declared these truths together:

« I am justified—acquitted, not guilty—Dby faith.
« Iam acceptedin Christ.
« I am deeply loved, even in my imperfections.

One week, the primary-aged children had time
to engage in these scriptures together during the
sermon.

2. Chew

Each week, study and reflection questions were
available for people to take home to continue
exploring the text individually, as families, or in
small groups. Thiswas our “chew” phase—taking
in the Word slowly and intentionally.

3. Digest

At the end of chapter 2, we paused to “digest.”
We encouraged everyone to revisit Galatians 1 and
2 during the week—reading it aloud, in different
translations, around the dinner table, listening to
the audio Bible—whatever worked. We invited
people to journal, reflect, and discuss verses or
ideas that stood out to them or stirred questions.
The following Sunday was our monthly Brunch
Church. At this relaxed, food-filled gathering, we
connect with each other and with God around the
table. About 75 of us gathered. After eating,
worshipping, and taking communion together, I
opened the space for everyone to reflect at their
tables on what had stood out in Galatians 1 and 2.
I provided simple resources—crayons, markers,
paper, playdough—so groups could creatively
express their reflections. They had 30 minutes.

The room came alive!

There was a buzz of energy and conversation as
people shared. Tables were beautifully diverse, with
people of different ages, cultures, and languages all
engaging together. Two visitors were warmly
welcomed and drawn in by their groups.
Eventually, I gathered everyone back to share, and
every group was eager to present what they had
created:

One group reflected on Paul’s teaching that we
are all equal in Christ. They noticed that the six of
them were each from different countries. They
decided to draw around their hands and draw their
country’s flag, with “Christ” in the centre.



In another group, a quiet 13-year-old girl
volunteered to read both chapters aloud. Then, she
wrote and performed a rap summarising the key
ideas, cheered on by the older adults in her group
who became her beatbox crew!

A family group used playdough to share what
they had discussed. The 11-year-old read the verse
that stood out to them, and the 21-year-old shared
their thoughts.

W

These are just a few snapshots of what

happened. The room was filled with the sound of
curiosity, creativity, and connection—people of all
backgrounds asking questions, listening deeply,
and digging into the Word together.

I didn’t try to wrap it all up or offer a tidy
conclusion. Instead, we simply let each voice be
heard.

Then, something beautiful happened.

As a spontaneous, collective response to the
Gospel truths we had shared and experienced
together, the room erupted in worship. We sang
praise to God with such exuberance; the
atmosphere was electric. After a shared experience
of declaring the truths of the gospel and co-
creating in different ways, the natural response as a
community of God’s people was to lift our voices
in joyful, united praise. It felt like a stadium cheer
at an All Blacks game, but way better!

As I reflected later, I was deeply moved by what
God had done among us. I remembered the
intentional journey we have been on as a
community. This way of engaging—experiential,
inter-generational, inter-cultural, creative—has
become part of our DNA; it is who we are. It takes
time. It’s often messy. But it is so worth it.
Honestly, I believe it’s a glimpse of heaven.

As a leader, I brought very little that Sunday,
just the invitation to share and some basic supplies.
I had to let go of control and trust that God would
work through His people.

And He did.
Photo Credit: Rachel Sangster
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JAN OZANNE
Baptist world congress reflections:

perilious times

Jan Ozanne is part of Otiimoetai Baptist Church in

Tauranga and the Baptist Union's newly appointed
Children and Families Catalyst.

On the 5th of July, I headed to Brisbane for the
23rd Baptist World Alliance (BWA) Congress, an
event that happens every 5 years. The Baptist
Union of New Zealand is part of the BWA. Hence,
we are one of 178,000 Baptist churches in 134
countries committed to supporting each other and
working together. The theme of the Congress was
Living the Good News.

I attended the Women's Summit, which took
place two days before the main Congress, and was
my highlight of the conference. It feltincredibly
special and significant to be with 650 women and
50 men from around the world.

Baptist World Alliance Women is a global
network, divided into six geographical areas. New
Zealand is part of the women of the Pacific, a
group of seven countries with their own women's
boards. I am on the Baptist Women New Zealand
board, a tiny part of this worldwide sisterhood. Its
purpose is "networking Baptist women to impact
the world for Christ."

Elijah Brown, the General Secretary of the
BWA, opened the Women's Summit. He affirmed
the BWA position that women are equally
called and gifted to serve in the body of Christ,
including in leadership and pastoral positions, and
that we need to celebrate the huge work women do
in the service of Jesus around the world. He said
that men need to learn from women about
Christlike leadership. As you can imagine, that was
received with a lot of applause and cheering. He

knew his audience!

The women's summit was closed by the BWA
Women's Executive Officer, Merritt Johnston, who
encouraged and inspired us with a quote from
Labanius, an ancient Greek orator and social
commentator. He wrote about the early church and
commented on what made these "Jesus people",
these Christians, different and remarkable. He
wrote, "What women these Christians have!" Thisis
still true today. There are many amazing Christian
women all around the world, faithfully serving
Jesus.

Over the course of the two-day Women's
Summit and the four days of the Congress that
followed, we listened to world-class speakers, many
of whom were women. They encouraged us to live
out the Good News of Jesus. I had to agree with
Labanius: "What women these Christians have!"
I'was particularly impacted by the message from
Marsha Scipio, head of Baptist World Aid. In a
powerful message, we were encouraged not to
conform to the culture around us but to live
counter-culturally and to speak truth to power. She
described the world we are living in today as
"perilous times." Why? Because more than ever,
those in power are not looking after the vulnerable,
the poor, the immigrants. More than ever,
countries are self-serving, creating divisions
between 'them' and 'us' and movingeven further
away from the values of God's kingdom.

In these perilous times, what is the role of
Jesus-followers? What is the role of the church? It
is to be truth tellers. In these perilous times, we, the
followers of Christ, can be a prophetic voice,
calling our leaders to account. Marsha said, God
has given us a word for our perilous times, and we
need bold and confident speech if we wantto see
freedom for all. We cannot be silent if we want to
see our world transformed by the Good News of
Jesus.

As I have reflected in recent days about that
phrase 'perilous times', I keep coming back to the
topic of gender-based violence. There were several
talks at the Women's Summit on this topic, and
some of the statistics shared broke my heart.

Here are some stats from the UN from November
2024.
An estimated 736 million women—almost one



in three—have been subjected to physical and/or
sexual intimate partner violence, non-partner
sexual violence, or both at least once in their lives
(30 per cent of women aged 15 and older). 18% of
women have experienced physical and/or sexual
violence by an intimate partner in the past 12
months.

In 2023, around 51,100 women and girls
worldwide were killed by their intimate partners or
other family members. Thismeans that, on average,
140 women or girls are killed every day by someone
in their own family.

Two hundred thirty million girls and women
have undergone female genital mutilation, or
female circumcision. This represents a 15 per cent
increase compared to data from eight years ago.
There are still countries where this practice is
almost universal, affecting at least 9 in 10 girls and
women. The global proportion of women aged 20—
24 years who were married as children, before the
age of 18, is one in five. It is perilous times for
women.

But surely this doesn't happen in NZ?
According to the Ministry for Women, a 2019
study found that 55% of women have experienced
one or more types of abuse from intimate partners,
ranging from physical or sexual violence,
psychological abuse, controlling behaviours or
economic abuse. It is a perilous time for women in
NZ, too.

But surely this doesn't happen in the church?
Unfortunately, the rates of abuse for women in the
church are the same as outside it. I went to a
workshop on gender-based violence, which said
that sometimes it is harder for Christian women to
escape abusive relationships because scripture is
weaponised. Women are told they have to forgive
and that divorce is wrong.

Some comments at this workshop have stayed
with me:

You can't be in women's ministry and not address
domestic violence.

Thisis not a feminist thing; it is a Jesus thing.

The BWA women send a delegation to the United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women each
March. This year's delegation was told full equality
for women is still 300 years away. 300 years!

So, in the words of Marsha Scipio, how can we
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be truth tellers? How can we live the Good News
by speaking up for others in these perilous times?

I don't have any answers today, but there arca
number ofinitiatives that Baptist women have
started. First, they have put together a website with
resources for churches:standagainstdv.net

The website says:

The Baptist World Alliance and Baptist World
Alliance Women believe this breaks the heart of
God, and it breaks our hearts as well. But our faith
calls us into action to bring justice, freedom, hope,
healing and restoration to women, children, and
families across the world.

Through the resources on this website, we seek
to equip and empower women and men to
beinformed about domestic violence, inspired to
change, and toact— bringing about an end to
domestic violence within congregations and
communities around the world.

Second, there is a BWA Women's initiative
called The Red Chair Project. This campaign runs
annually during the UN's 16 Days of Activism
Against Gender-Based Violence. It involves
reserving an empty chair in a public place, like a
church, alongside information about domestic
abuse and violence against women. The empty
chair acts as a powerful symbol of the many
women who've been killed through gender-based
violence — women who should still be with us
today.

And one final thing. The Baptist Women’s
World Day of Prayerin October. Thisis a global
day of prayer to raise awareness and money, and
pray for women worldwide.

How can we as NZ Baptists work with our
global Baptist family, and how can we make use
ofthe work already done in these spaces?

How can we speak truth to power in these
perilous times and live out the Good News of
Jesus?

Photo: Baptist World Congress Women’s Summit
2025. Supplied by Jan Ozanne.



JESS HEWLETT

Baptist world congress reflections:
Unshakable hope

Jess Hewlett is part of Eastgate Christian Centre, a
Baptist church in Auckland.

Recently, I had the privilege of attending the
Baptist World Alliance (BWA) Congress in
Brisbane, Australia. The BWA has 53 million
members from over 130 countries. 25% of these

Christians live in places of war, persecution and
poverty. The following is my congress reflection:
We are living in perilous times. Times of poverty,
violence, persecution, hunger, danger, fear,
loneliness, and confusion. Because we rejected
God, the world isn’t functioning as it should be. It
is groaning under the weight of sin and darkness.
People are crying out for relief, for renewal, to be
saved. At first glance, the world appears utterly
hopeless.

But there is one unshakable hope: Jesus.

Nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus came to earth, fully
man and fully God. His life revealed the depth of

God’s love and forgiveness for humanity.
Humanity rejected him. Hewas beaten, mocked,
and killed on a Roman cross, nails driven through
his hands and feet.

BUT, even though the darkness of the world tried
to overcome the light of Jesus, the grave could not
hold him. Three days later, he was alive again!
Jesus had conquered death!Sin had been defeated!
He broke the power of darkness, dying in our place
for the sin he never committed, so that we could
restore our relationship with God and have an
eternal future with him.

Yes, these are perilous times. Darkness is still
raging because we are living in a broken world.
But God is not powerless. TODAY, he still has the
power!
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Fear doesn’t need to be our default; we can put our

trust in a God who still cares deeply for his people
and creation.

He is our creator, Lord, Father, provider,
protector, shepherd, peace-giver, and best friend.
This God has the power to set the sun burning at
15 million degrees, tilted on a 23-degree axis, so
that it’s not too close to burn us or too far away to
freeze us. This God has the power to light up the
sky in glorious colour, todraw rain from the
clouds, and to make sure that the force of gravity is
strong enough to keep us down but not too strong
to crush us.

And this God has the power to take care of
you, towipe the tears from your face, towake you
up in the morningand help you when the day feels
too hard to face, and to put you to sleep. God has
the power to bring light and justice to any situation
and to get you through and out of the
darkest, hardest situations.

Weare livingin perilous times, but we can anchor
our hope in a loving, powerful God — the God of
renewal, the God of revival.

At the BWA Congress, I heard countless stories
from people living in places where war,
persecution, and poverty are a reality. Their

testimony was that God is alive, active, and in the
process of restoring all thatis broken. And he
wants us to be a part of this mission, too.

Photos: Eastgate Christian Centre leaders at the
Baptist World Congress 2025. Supplied by Jess
Hewlett.



GLENN MELVILLE
Baptist World Congress Reflections:

Global Fellowship

Glenn Melville is Director of the Carey Centre for
Lifelong Learning. He recently attended the 23rd
Baptist World Congress in Brisbane. This is the

largest global gathering of Baptists held only every 5
years! In this article, we hear some of Glenn’s
highlights from the conference. This piece is
reproduced from the July/ Aug Lifelong Learning
Newsletter.

The BWA

The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) was
founded in 1905 as a way for Baptists around the
world to work together to impact the world for
Christ. The BWA consists of 266 conventions and
unions in 134 countries and territories, comprising
53 million baptised believers in 178,000 churches.

Every five years, Baptists gather for a World
Congress for worship, fellowship, sharingstories,
and teaching. Around 100 New Zealand Baptists
joined 3,000 people from 100+ countries at the
23rd Baptist World Congress, in Brisbane,
Australia, July 7-12, 2025.

Congress Overview

The theme was “Living the Good News” (Luke
4:18-19) expressed through: Incarnational
Community, Disruptable Disciples, Freedom
Pursuers, and Anointed Proclaimers.

The week began with a Global Women’s
Summit and the inaugural NxtGen Leadership
Summit for emerging leaders aged 18-35. The main
Congress was opened on Wednesday evening by
the BWA General Secretary, Dr Elijah Brown, who
cast a powerful vision for the Acts2Movement.

Each day began with a gathering to worship
and hear from international speakers who
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preached on themes tied to sharing the Good

News. This was followed by Bible study groups in a
variety of languages. The afternoons were filled
with seminars, affinity groups, and a Preaching
Symposium, where international preachers shared
both sermons and insights into their preparation
processes. In the evening, we gathered again for
corporate worship, creative arts, and teaching.

Personal Highlights
* The parade of banners of allcountries attending
the Congress on the opening evening.

* Learning about the Acts2Movement. This is a call
for the global Baptist family to reach the world
through 5 pathways as we look towards the 2000-
year anniversary of the Church’s birth in 2033. The
five Paths are Bible (translation for all), Witness
(450 million testimonies shared), Care (for 1 billion
people), Neighbour (500,000 neighbourhood lay
chaplains, and Freedom (advocacy for religious
freedom and justice). If every Baptist commits to
these paths, together we can impact hundreds of
millions of people around the globe.

Networking with the theological colleges and
Baptist Unions of Australia.

* Hearing a convicting message from Marsha
Scipio (Director of Baptist World Aid) to repent of
our indifference and calling us to be people who
promote justice in our world.

* To see Sano Vamuzo receive the Congress
Quinquennial Human Rights Award for her work
in human rights and social justice.

* The Saturday night closing service where we
shared communion together, heard the Salem
Baptist Church Choir from Chicago and heard
Charlie Dates (USA) deliver an inspirational
message about how the gospel is the power of our
salvation.

Overall, it was so encouraging to know New
Zealand Baptists are part of an international
Baptist family making a difference in the lives of
millions of people worldwide.

Photos supplied by Glenn Melville

Listen to more from Carey ’ Sy .
Baptist College on the
CareyOPEN podcast.
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CHRISTINE STRIDE
Meet our new Children and Families

Catalyst

P14 :‘.‘ '9/“#; "ll,

Christine Stride is Executive Assistant to the
National Leader of the Baptist Union of New
Zealand and works at the Baptist National Support
Centre in Auckland. She is a member of Titirangi
Baptist Church.

We are very excited to announce the
appointment of Jan Ozanne to the role of Children
and Families Catalyst for the Baptist Union.

For the past four years, Jan has been the
National Points Person for Baptist Children and
Families while also serving as the regional coach
for the Bay of Plenty/Eastland Baptist Association.
She has also been the Family Pastor at Otiimoetai
Baptist Church in Tauranga for more than 15
years. These local, regional and national roles have
given her valuable knowledge and experience in
children and families ministry in Aotearoa New
Zealand.

“I'm looking forward to the possibilities this
role offers, and to strengthening relationships with
churches in our movement and journeying with
them as they minister to children and families,” Jan
says.

We’re looking forward to helping Jan provide
the visionary leadership and strategic guidance
necessary inthe development and implementation
of our He Rito initiative. He Rito is a Maori
concept gifted to usto usefor Children and
Families Ministries and Baptist Youth; it reaches
young people aged between 0 and 25 years.

Jan 1s married to Phil, and they have four
children. She will split her time between Auckland
and her home in Tauranga.

Photo Credit: Christine Stride
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KEITH HARRINGTON
Denominations unite to soak their city

in prayer

Keith Harrington is the pastor of Invercargill Baptist
Church. He also heads Soaking the City in Prayer,
an initiative of Churches Together Invercargill.

For 22 weeks, a group of 22 Invercargill
churches will be praying for the city and region.
The initiative is called Soaking the City in Prayer,
and is now in its third year.

Our aims are for unity, prayer, and service to
the city, and we desire to see thechurch of
thecity grow and flourish.

Every church commits to one week of intensive,
focused prayer. A different church receives the
praying torch every week.

Churches Together Invercargill produces
aprayer guide every yearto give a clear focus. This
year, the guideis based around the Lord’s Prayer.

The 22 weeks start with a combined church
service in the historic First Church Invercargill.
This year, there was an incredible sense of unity
and joy in the worship.

Every church decides how they want to
approach their week. Any words, Scriptures and
picturesare recorded in a prayer journal which
accompanies the torch. We’ve had a huge variety
of creative approaches to prayer, such as prayer
stations, prayer drives, prayer walks, prayer around
schools and other key institutions. Churches have
used the weeks prior toteach on prayer and have
seen a lift in their prayer culture.

Many churches that participated last year told us
that they have seen an increase in new people
coming, or people who have not been to church for
a long time returning with a spiritual hunger.
Photo supplied by Churches Together Invercargill



