
MYK HABETS
Trends with Dr Myk: “AI”
Myk Habets is Senior Lecturer in Theology and Head of the
School of Theology at Laidlaw College, as well as an Associate
Pastor at Albany Baptist Church in Auckland. 
In this new monthly column Myk looks at topics at the forefront
of New Zealander’s minds, by examining the top internet
searches and news results in New Zealand, helping us address
these contemporary social, economic, and political issues through
a theological lens for the common good - this is Public Theology.
AI: A Tool of the Anti-Christ… or a Tool for the Kingdom?
  There is a rising unease around AI (Artificial Intelligence).
For some, it feels like the stuff of dystopian fiction—Skynet is
coming—we are told. For others, it is simply a passing
technological fad. But neither response will do. AI is not going
away. It is here, it is growing rapidly, and it will continue to get
better. The question for Christians is not whether AI should
exist, but how we will respond to it (2 Timothy 1:7).
    Across the world, educational institutions are scrambling.
Teachers and universities are developing detection tools to
identify AI-generated student work, creating policies to limit its
use, and punishing those who rely on it. This defensive posture
is understandable—but, I would suggest, ultimately misguided.
You cannot contain something so powerful by pretending it
doesn’t belong.
     In contrast, some leading institutions have taken a different
approach. Universities like Oxford have begun integrating AI
into their learning frameworks, even providing in-house tools
and encouraging responsible use. This is a wiser path: not 
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analysing local demographics and needs (1
Chronicles 12:32). These are not replacements for
faithful ministry, but powerful aids to it.
    Of course, there are boundaries. AI must be
used ethically. It must not replace human
thought, creativity, or responsibility (1
Thessalonians 5:21-22). And we must not
outsource our wisdom or discernment to
algorithms (Proverbs 3:5-6). The Holy Spirit is
still the true counsellor—AI is not and never will
be (John 14:26).
      In the end, AI is not the great threat. Humans
have always been the perennial danger (Romans
3:23). Our misuse of tools—not the tools
themselves—is what causes harm.
       So why not experiment? Why not explore
how AI might serve the Gospel rather than
threaten it (Ephesians 5:15-16)? With wisdom,
humility, and ethical care, this could be one of the
most significant tools the Church has been given
in our generation, and if we get in quick, we could
beat the system at its own game. [Written with a
little help from AI.]

denial, but discernment; not fear, but formation.
The key issue is not that AI is used, but how it is
used (Romans 12:2).
   And what of the Church? Recent surveys
suggest that some preachers are already using AI
to assist in preparing sermons. That may sound
alarming at first. Yet, if we are honest, many
sermons lack depth, clarity, or engagement. If AI
helps some preachers organise their thoughts,
sharpen their structure, or access better resources,
that may not be entirely a bad thing. Of course,
no machine can replace the Spirit-led insight,
pastoral wisdom, and lived faith that preaching
requires (Colossians 2:8). But a tool is still a tool.
The same is true in education. Teachers who
refuse to use AI for lesson planning, drafting
feedback, or administrative tasks may be
unnecessarily exhausting themselves. AI is, quite
simply, that good. In many fields, it is quickly
becoming indispensable.
       So, what about the average Christian? Should
you care about AI? I think you should. As
followers of Christ, we are called to care about all
things—albeit with different levels of importance.
AI is not of ultimate importance, but it is
significant. It is shaping the world in which we
live and minister.
      Perhaps we need to reframe our thinking.
What if, instead of viewing AI as a threat, we saw
it as a God-given tool—emerging from human
creativity, which itself is a gift from God? Like
any tool, it can be used for good or ill. The moral
weight lies not in the technology, but in the
human heart. And, further, why don’t Christians
get a head start on AI and really use it for Gospel
ends? We did that with books, for example, and
look how well that turned out! 
     Consider the opportunities. Bible study has, in
some ways, been democratised. What once
required expensive software and specialised
training can now be accessed freely or cheaply
through AI tools. Sure, we still need the experts
to keep us on track. Churches can ask AI to
identify funding opportunities for community
ministries and even have it draft grant
applications (Jeremiah 29:7). How good is that!
Evangelism strategies can be explored by 

CHRIS CHAMBERLAIN
Together: New Zealand Baptists have
been affirming women in church
leadership for 50 years

Chris Chamberlain is the National Leader of the
Baptist Churches of New Zealand.
   Kia ora New Zealand Baptists,
  In the United States of America the Southern
Baptists, a very large denomination, have
doubled down on their history of suppressing and
discriminating against the role of women in
leadership in their churches. You might have read 
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about this and how they have voted to confirm
that women must not take a leading role in their
movement.
   We are New Zealand Baptists. We are not
Southern Baptists.
   I did some research on women in leadership
among New Zealand Baptists and discovered
something to celebrate.
    In 2017, there were 18 women senior, sole or
co-pastors in our movement. In 2025, eight years
later, that number has doubled and we have 37
women in senior, sole or co-pastor roles.
    Fifty years ago, in 1976, New Zealand Baptists
made our first significant statement regarding the
affirmation of the place of women in our
movement.
     Then in 2001 and again in 2017 delegates at
our National Hui made a decision and, in a rare
move, issued a written statement affirming
women in leadership roles.
   New Zealand Baptists agreed upon this
statement:
    We hold scripture teaches the inherent-equality
between men and women for both are made in the
image and likeness of God. Both men and women
are called to work as co-labourers in God’s world;
God’s purposes and call works itself out in
individual lives, the church, and the world.
   We affirm that both women and men followed
Jesus as disciples, and that the Holy Spirit was
given to all for the sake of mission and the Church.
We acknowledge Paul’s female co-workers, and the
female leaders, teachers, and apostles within the
development, life and ministry of the early church.
   We affirm God’s calling of both women and men
into all areas of preaching, teaching and leadership.
God’s calling of all persons into God’s service
extends from volunteers and staff responsibilities,
and to all senior leadership positions. God does this
for the glory of His name and the sake of the
church.
   God's calling of all persons into God's service
extends from volunteers and staff responsibilities
to all senior leadership positions. God does this -
for the glory of his name and for the sake of the
church.
   I encourage you to share that statement with
those around you as we respect and co-labour 

with one another as we pursue God's calling for
us. We are kingdom people. We are called to acts
of reconciliation, and all of it is driven by our
hope in the last day, in the good news that Jesus
has announced and our participation in seeing his
kingdom come.
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JULIAN DOOREY
Missional Matters: Out of the shadows
- a vision for NZ Baptist community
services

In this bi-monthly column called Missional matters,
Julian Doorey explores a mix of peace, justice,
community and witness. He and his wife Claire
served in Bangladesh with Arotahi/NZBMS for 13
years. They worship at Caversham Baptist Church
in Dunedin.
    Where are the Baptists?
     I have always been perplexed by the invisibility
of Baptist community services in the public arena.
By comparison, others such as the Salvation
Army, Presbyterians and Catholics have visible
strong denominational community service
identities. This raises the question: Could New
Zealand Baptists develop a publicly recognised
national community services brand? Before
launching in, I use the ‘Community Services’
term, to include a range of supportive community
social, economic and environmental activities.
     A personal journey
    As a new Christian at Spreydon Baptist Church
(now South West Baptist Church) in the early
1980s, I encountered a very unique theology of
mission, best described as ‘(w)holistic’.
Evangelism, social justice and openness to the
Spirit - all in one. A strong focus on both church
and community, local and global – pervaded all.
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implement (w)holistic mission.
     I’m aware that the Baptist national office has
had part-time community ministry resource roles
in the past, but not now. In the current void, I
doubt we would know the activities, scale and
value of Baptist community services across New
Zealand. Likewise, government agencies, funders
and media can’t identify our services or national
value. Jo Public cannot easily discover Baptist
community services on offer - they’re essentially
hidden.
     Why has this happened?
  Several explanations are possible. Baptist
ecclesiology or church structure is an issue.
Baptist distinctives of local church governance,
voluntary association and lack of national
organisational authority, make it hard to have a
‘Baptist national anything’. And yet, the
Bangladesh Baptist Church Fellowship
mentioned previously do have national
community ministries and structures.
     Theology of mission is a factor. Many Baptists
prioritise personal conversion and congregational
health, ‘keeping the main thing the main thing’.
Even suggesting the ‘possibility’ of a large
national Baptist community services organisation
(imagine that!) can be met with dismissal or
strong antagonism.
     Baptists have a philosophical aversion towards
organisations and institutions. We are a
‘movement of churches!’ and suspicious of
becoming ‘machinery’, the slippery slope towards
becoming a ‘monument’. Community service
organisations typically function with a strong
organisational base and skill set.
     NZ Baptists speak of ‘bringing gospel renewal
to people and places in our local neighbourhoods’
- a dual focus on the person and community.
However, a lack of national Baptist community
services, betrays our dual aspiration. Evidence
suggests we are hugely more focused on
congregational health than community service.
     A proposal
    Having identified the issues, I propose that we
operate a ‘Publicly Recognised National Baptist
Community Services Brand.’ In approaching this,
I assume most (all?) local Baptist churches will
support some form of local community service, 

While studying at BCNZ (now Laidlaw) in the
early 1990s, our student group volunteered at
Auckland City Mission. I heard that ‘Baptists
were one of the largest providers of mental health
community services in New Zealand.’ True or
false? If true, why the secret? Why had Jo Baptist
and Jo Public never heard this?
     Working for thirteen years in Bangladesh with
New Zealand Baptist Mission (now Arotahi), our
partner was Bangladesh Baptist Church
Fellowship. BBCF adopted (w)holistic mission,
and was structured to focus on both (1)
Strengthening church congregations, and (2)
Supporting local communities. They implemented
poverty alleviating community development
through Baptist Aid, Medical care, Schools,
Hostels and Scholarships.
     Returning to Dunedin in 2015, I found several
active church denominational community services
- Presbyterian Support Otago, Anglican Family
Care, Catholic Social Services, Methodist
Mission and Salvation Army. All had - clearly
recognisable denominational identity, strong
branding, public-facing websites, community
service names, and strong recognition by
government, funders and media. Budgets range
from about $1 million to $50+ million per year.
By contrast Baptist community work through
local churches was largely invisible outside their
neighbourhoods.
     Does this matter?
The absence of a nationally recognised Baptist
community services presence has consequences. It
can create the impression that Baptists focus
primarily on personal spirituality and internal
church life rather than wider needs in society. For
some observers, practical service is a key
demonstration of Christian faith. When that
service remains hidden, so does the public
witness.
     The lack of visibility can discourage Christians
committed to poverty alleviation, social justice or
environmental causes. They may find a church
home elsewhere. If churches do develop
independent community services, they have few
opportunities to learn from or share resources
nationally. Members miss out on learning vital
skills to use later with overseas partners who 
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     A Baptist way forward
   This proposal works with Baptist distinctives
rather than against them. It is a ‘Baptist way’ of
operating a national community services brand,
while maintaining local church responsibility and
competency. Beautiful. Rather than replacing
local identities, national branding would make
them easier to find, recognise and trust. The
national role would provide branding, visibility,
coordination, collaboration, training and
encouragement.
       Resources
  Resources are needed to run a Baptist
community services branding scheme, as with all
we do. One person at Baptist head office (or
hybrid) with computer skills, a desk and a chair
would get it started. Currently there is no Baptist
national community services manager, facilitator
or trainer working in our denomination.
       Organogram
       Here is a simple organisational chart showing
a national support role and local community
service implementation roles (examples made up).

and the local church will maintain responsibility.
Although I would love to see a national Baptist
community services organisation, I’m a realist, so
won’t push it here. My proposal is simple and
works in 2 ways:
     1. Baptist churches or their community service
entities would apply to use the national Baptist
community services branding logo. They would
be part of the Baptist national community
services network.
    2. A 1-stop national website would provide a
searchable directory of community services
offered by listed Baptist churches or their
community services entities throughout New
Zealand. There could be updated counters
showing things like: 2500 homes provided, 12,000
social worker visits, 17 school chaplains etc.
The branding would include a shared logo, by-
line, vision, mission and values. Registration to
use the branding would require a commitment to
agreed basic standards of community
engagement, service provision, accountability and
annual reporting to collate national community
service metrics and stories.
     What could this achieve?
  The potential benefits are considerable. A
shared public community services identity would
show Baptists caring for both spiritual and
practical wellbeing, reinforcing an (w)holistic
gospel. Participating local Baptist churches or
their community services entities would exchange
ideas, resources and successful models, instead of
reinventing the wheel.
     Annual reporting would measure the national
impact of Baptist community services through
agreed metrics such as meals served, counselling
hours delivered, people housed, volunteer
contributions etc. For the first time, Baptists, the
public, government agencies, funding bodies and
the media would be able to observe, measure and
evaluate NZ Baptist community service delivery -
in terms of activities, scale and value - locally and
nationally. A strong national public presence
would provide Baptists a place at the national
policy table. This would also provide useful
evidence of gospel renewal and public witness in
the community service arena. Baptists could tell a
national story supported by meaningful data.
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     Feedback request
   Baptists seek the collective will of God (the
mind of Christ) about ideas and opportunities. I
invite feedback on this proposal both for and
against. Is there a better way to operate a publicly
recognised national Baptist community services
branding? Let’s hear about it. Feel free to email
me, Julian Doorey j.c.doorey@gmail.com. or
write a ‘Letter to the Editor’ to share a response
publicly: Details on how to submit a letter here
baptist.nz/mailbox/ .
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Chris Chamberlain is the National Leader of the
Baptist Union of New Zealand.
    I’m a passionate person and have always
enjoyed stimulating conversation. But when I was
young, there were three things you never brought
up in company: politics, sport, or religion. Those
were the subjects that almost certainly generated
strong, passionate views! I have noticed these
days, that when we start discussing politics in our
Baptist churches, things can almost get heated if
we are not careful. Why is it that what starts out
as a simple discussion turns into a raging debate?
Ordinary people can certainly become passionate
as they air their opinions.
    I’m all for passion! It’s amazing what
passionate Kingdom-of-God people get done in
this world. Right now, leading up to the New
Zealand General Election (7 November 2026), we
have an opportunity to combine our passion, our
vote, and our hope in Jesus. Imagine our entire
movement of churches being well-informed as all
of us of voting age enter the polling booth.
     Over the next four months
   Over the next four months leading up to the
election, we’re offering a series of opinion pieces
called In the polling booth. These pieces will
consist of short, thoughtful reflections written by
different people from a broad spectrum across
our churches. In a nutshell, they’ll outline how
the Gospel informs their political vote.
    I’ve asked these people to read and ponder
three Bible passages (included at the end of this
article) that I’ve been focusing on a lot since I 

began in my role as National Leader last
November. I’ve asked them to use these texts as a
lens or starting point to explain how they come to
decide on their local representative vote, and their
political party vote.
   I’ve asked them to share their thoughts
candidly, being free to include specific policy,
people or parties if that helps them explain their
decisions.
     I’ve asked them to imagine they’re writing to a
person sitting next to them on a pew in a church
service who enquires about how they decide to
vote as a follower of Christ.
    They will be respectful, not soap-box-ey, and
are certain to be thought provoking – helping to
open up this important civic process with some
faith and theological reflection, and
encouragement.
   Our first guest writer will be published next
week, and we'll aim to have a new one every
fortnight. I’m grateful that this sample of our
people, with divergent political ideas, have said
yes to my request.
     My own reflection
   In the few months I’ve had in this National
Leader role I’ve already shared glimpses of things
I have felt strongly about through the Kingdom-
People lens of my own eyes:

Dignity denied by Minister’s metaphor – Is
comparing social housing to winning Lotto a
harmless metaphor, or does it reveal
something deeper about how we see the poor?
Together: When children suffer the church
responds – New Zealand Baptists are really
good at looking at what’s wrong in this world
and getting involved in fixing it.
Homeless move-on orders: “The
government’s decision has done the church a
favour” – the government’s new powers for
police to ‘move on’ homeless create an
opportunity for the Church to make a
difference.

   Each time I write I get several emails and
messages of support, as well as messages from
people saying the church – and me in my role,
should be silent about these sorts of things – “let
people decide in their own hearts what is good, 
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CHRIS CHAMBERLAIN
In the polling booth: Introducing a new
series
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Reimagining Biblical
Politics
Michael Rhodes, Carey
Baptist College's Old
Testament lecturer, dives
into the startling,
strange, beautiful and
often neglected world of
biblical politics, as he
unpacks what God has
to say about following
Jesus in public life.  
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read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written:
    “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
    He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set
free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favour.”
    And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to
say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
     So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; look, new things
have come into being! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on
behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. For our sake
God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of
God. 
Revelation 21:4
     He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will
be no more, for the first things have passed away. 

and stay away from influencing people toward
your own political agenda…” Thank you for all
the messages!
    I obviously disagree with the latter train of
thought. The National Leader role is one of
influence! I don’t want to tell you who to vote for,
but I do want to help you go through your own
process of Christian reflection before you head
into the polling booth – your hand will write the
ticks, not mine.
    The message of Jesus in Luke 4:16-21 clearly
calls us to embrace his Kingdom vision - and to
serve the poor in the power of the Spirit; The
message of 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 leaves nothing
off the agenda in terms of reconciliation - and the
crucial role of we, the Church in this task; and
Revelation 21:4 is a beautiful inspiration to
persevere towards the last day as we embrace
God’s vision of hope. These three texts I am
finding inspirational at this time - and whenever I
have referred to them, they too have generated a
flurry of emails and messages. Thank you!
     When I came up with the idea for In the
polling booth, my hope was for us all to be
inspired and informed by a variety of thoughtful
people among us, so that we approach the
General Election as Kingdom People first and
foremost.
      I hope the series will make this important civic
process more accessible and offer helpful
guidance as you consider how to use your vote
responsibly. Please join me in praying for those
who serve our country by entering the political
realm. Join me too, as I pray about how to vote
come November.
    The Bible passages
  New Zealand Baptists are Kingdom People!
baptist.nz/kingdom-people 
     Gospel renewal to people and places is possible
when kingdom people act (Luke 4:16-21) as
agents of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:16-21)
with a vision that demonstrates hope (Revelation
21:4).
      Luke 4:16-21
    When he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
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me that the deepest human need is spiritual. I
have met people who finally found security in a
stable country yet still felt anxious and empty
inside. I have also seen people encounter Jesus,
and even while facing difficulties, become filled
with peace, forgiveness, joy, and hope. 
     That is why I try not to place my ultimate
hope in political parties or earthly governments.
Politics can influence society, but it cannot fully
heal the human heart. Only Christ can do that. 
     In Luke 4, Jesus announced good news to the
poor, freedom for captives, recovery of sight for
the blind, and freedom for the oppressed. He
cared deeply about people, especially those who
were overlooked, burdened, or vulnerable and his
followers are called to carry that same heart into
the world around us. 
     Jesus did not come to establish a political
movement. He came to reconcile people to God
and establish the Kingdom of God within human
hearts. The words of 2 Corinthians 5 speak so
strongly to me: God has entrusted us with the
ministry of reconciliation. 
     I vote prayerfully and humbly and want my
participation to reflect the values of Christ’s
Kingdom - reconciliation instead of division,
compassion instead of fear, truth instead of
manipulation, and hope instead of despair. 

Jane Ye is the pastor International Congregation
at Oxford Terrace Baptist Church in Christchurch. 
     As followers of Jesus, we live with a different
kind of citizenship. We are part of Aotearoa New
Zealand, and we participate in society with
gratitude and responsibility, yet our deepest
allegiance belongs first to the Kingdom of God.
    Where I serve, I regularly walk alongside
people from different nations and backgrounds
and I hear many stories. Some people have come
to Aotearoa searching for safety, stability,
opportunity, or a better future for their children.
Others have arrived carrying loneliness, trauma,
uncertainty, or a deep longing to belong.
    These conversations shape the way I think
about politics and voting. 
      In ministry, I often see how political decisions
affect everyday life in very real ways. Housing
policies can affect whether families are able to
find stable accommodation. Immigration policies
can determine whether people who feel called to
build their lives, serve, study, work, or contribute
to churches and communities here are able to stay
in New Zealand. Decisions around healthcare,
education, employment, and social support also
shape people’s daily realities. 
   These decisions are not abstract political
discussions; they affect real people who are made
in the image of God. Because of this, I believe
Christians should not withdraw from society.
Jesus calls us to be salt and light in the world, and
voting is one practical way we can responsibly
contribute to the wellbeing of our communities
and neighbours. 
     At the same time, ministry constantly reminds 
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Rethinking politics through
the Torah
The politics of Jesus
The Story of Tarore
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politics?

Their pain is our pain - or
should be
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